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Multimedia-assisted teaching foreign languages at university

In recent years, the need for wide implementation of innovative
technologies focused on efficient unsupervised learning foreign
languages has become urgent. With the rapid development of science
and technology, multimedia technology is being increasingly used for
the educational purposes. Universities are expected to widely employ
multimedia within the educational environment enriched with
information and communication technologies provided that they
design new teaching patterns to reform the former class teaching
pattern focused on teachers’ explanation.

The wide application of multimedia technologies for developing
learners’ foreign language skills create favourable prerequisites for
significant reforming the existing system of university education. A
number of university students lack profound knowledge of foreign
languages, and the level of their communicative skills does not
comply with high school standards. However, at the stage of students’
initial adaptation to the specifics of university educational
environment as well as to the mode of autonomous learning it is
essential to take measures for eliminating and preventing stresses
which students are likely to undergo when breaking through
unsupervised learning difficulties and self-controlling their academic
achievements. Taking into account the foregoing, teaching foreign
languages to university students is a challenging process calling for
cultivation of a creative personality able to fluently operate it in
professional activity as well as to adapt to the continuously changing
educational standards and situations.

Thus, teacher is supposed to be aware of the methods for
introducing multimedia-based lessons at the stage of students’ initial
adaptation which might cover the following aspects:

1) adequate methods for making students ready to use
multimedia courseware, which require relevant hardware, help reach
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didactics aims and objectives of application of specific e-books in
specific educational situations, serve the functions and characteristic
of the courseware as well as methods for its use in the teaching-
learning process and the level of students’ competence to use it in
acquiring foreign language skills;

2)  methods for exploiting multimedia, which are implemented
through a) generation of students’ primary learning motivation, and
b) students’ adaptation to the multimedia courseware, for which the
teacher must:

- introduce the multimedia interface;

- elucidate the didactic objectives of the multimedia

courseware;

- give details of the reference system and the specific features

of the testing block (provided that it is available);

3) methods for the adequate use of multimedia courseware at
a foreign language lesson depending on its type, objectives, and phase
of the lesson to be assisted with multimedia as well as the duration of
1ts use;

4)  methods for evaluating students’ performance along with
taking into account the level of learners’ self-support when using
multimedia courseware, the time it took them to fulfill the set tasks,
and students’ psychological characteristics.

In order to use multimedia courseware efficiently it is necessary
to determine both long- and short-term results to be reached. Short-
term results cover the level of students’ comprehension of the
instructional material and the level of intensification of educational
process. Long-term results include increase in the level of students’
informational culture, rise in the level of students’ unsupervised
cognitive activity skills, and disclosure of students’ creative potential.

On the basis of theoretical analysis and practical experience we
have developed a number of recommendations teacher should follow
in arranging multimedia-assisted instruction.

1.  Work out a scenario for students’ performance in the
classroom considering capabilities of multimedia courseware to be
used. In case it does not help fully accomplish the set objectives,
additional tasks must be designed.

2. Provide a detailed elucidation of how to use the multimedia
courseware; generate the proper learning motivation.
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3. Monitor the level of instructional material acquisition.

4.  Use various methods to create problem situations which
involve producing a theoretical or practical problem.

5. When using multimedia as a visual aid, provide
a) previewing tasks to prompt student schema and background
knowledge, b) reviewing, and c¢) post viewing activities, involving
students into discussion, role-playing or completing exercises. Use
special tasks to make students focused on every stage.

6. Allocate time for students’ autonomous work when they
are supposed to accomplish the tasks in the form of inward speech.

7.  Organize students’ autonomous work so that it would be
tested either by computer or teacher with students self-controlling
their own progress.

8.  Monitor changes in students’ psychological state, prevent
students from overstrain and overuse a multimedia courseware.

9. Work out a clear plan and instructions for students’
extracurricular unsupervised learning activities that must not be
exhausting, since overload results in a perfunctory attitude to learning,
unwillingness to do the tasks, decrease in the sense of responsibility
for their academic performance.

10. Work out individual strategies for multimedia-assisted
unsupervised work for each student.

11. Inform students about the content, size and term of
unsupervised work providing detailed information on how to organize
it efficiently, i.e. how to find supplementary reference books, how to
control the progress independently, and how to determine individual
learn mode.

12. Make sure that students succeed in learning a foreign
language unassisted and are ready to take responsibility for their
academic results.

Successful implementation of the suggested methods and
techniques i1s proven by students’ activity and self-support in the
process of performing learning tasks as well as students’ ability to
rationally organize their unsupervised work and cognitive activity.
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