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USING INTERNET RESOURCES IN TEACHING
ENGLISH AT UNIVERSITIES

Introduction. The current stage of society’s development is taking place in conditions of
continuous growth in the amount of information to be processed, and increasing requirements for
a student to actively and independently put efforts into their own personal development in and
outside the classroom. Universities are still facing the challenge of training competent specialists
able to properly utilize the acquired knowledge, skills and competences in professional activities.

Result of the research. Cyberspace has a large cultural and didactic potential that is already
being used in education worldwide. However, the optimal and effective use of Internet resources
for educational purposes calls for a profound research to determine the general and specific
principles, criteria for selecting on-line resources, websites and materials, as well as a substantial
renewal of the arsenal of learning tools and techniques.

Despite the fact that much is expected from the widespread use of computers, the current
situation in using Internet resources in teaching English is not satisfactory. The ability to apply IT
still refers to a technical skill. Therefore, it is not considered as an integral component of teaching
a foreign language.

There are many ways to use information technology in teaching English. One of the
language skills students need to hone is reading comprehension. Most often, teachers recommend
their students to use online dictionaries and websites such as bbc.learningenglish, youtube.com,
britishcouncil.org, thesaurus.com, www.ted.com, www.britannica.com, www.economist.com,
www.ft.home.uk etc.

However, taking into account the fact that university students often have to learn
professional information from Internet sources, teachers frequently ask students to use English-
language Internet resources become aware of current events. For example, it can be watching
videos or reading articles from the most popular English-language online publications such as
BBC, Global Finance, Harvard Business Review, Success Magazine, Businessweek etc. The post-
reading or post-watching tasks may include discussion, expression of students’ opinion, which
contributes to the development of critical thinking, as well as the skills of analysis and synthesis
of the received information.

From the point of view of training competitive specialists at universities, the most effective
is the use of Internet resources in project-based learning foreign languages.

The efficiency of using Internet resources in project-based learning English can be
determined by the level of independent mastering both language and professional information; by
the level of communicative, social, research and informational competences; by the level of
interest in learning a foreign language and by the level of general learning motivation.

Conclusion. The analysis of the experience of using Internet resources in teaching English
to university students convincingly shows that such a practice contributes to a creative atmosphere
in classes as well as to the development of professional communication skills needed to solve
specific professional tasks. However, even now, in the organization of the educational process at
higher educational institutions, there is a trend towards limited use of computer technologies in
teaching the English language, which largely hinders the implementation of students’ creative
project activities.
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