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Introduction. The lexical system of any language consists of a great deal of 

terminology. Consisting of many subsystems organized by different domains, the 

economic terminological system is complex by nature. Moreover, new English terms 

describing new phenomena and economic processes are increasingly coming into 

existence. Due to the fact that language development is constantly improving, the 

study of the processes of economic terminology formation remains pressing. 

Review of recent publications. The study of morphological bases of word 

formation in English was carried out by such Ukrainian and foreign scholars as 

M. Kuts, O. Herasymenko, I. Dmytruk, Yu. Apresyan, V. Danylenko, D. Lotte,  

V. Prokhorov, O. Superanska, N. Podolska, N. Vasylieva and others. 

The objective of the paper is to look into and describe the morphological 

derivation of English economic terminology. The material of the research comprised 

about 130 English economic terms selected from the Internet sources. 

Result of research. Most commonly, English economic terms are formed by 

adding affixes (prefixes and suffixes). According to our previous study [1], the most 

productive prefixes are as in Table 1: 

Table 1 

The most commonly used prefixes in English economic terminology 
Prefix Meaning Examples 

co- in compound words means synergy co-worker, coordinator, co-director, 

co-found, co-own 

re- forms new words which means back and 

again 

recycle, reimburse, reimport, relocate, 

recovery 

over- shows above what is indicated by the base; 

more than what is indicated by the base 

overprice, overdraft, overflow, oversale, 

over-produce 

dis- shows the stopping or removing of a 

condition 

dismiss, disinflation, disinvest, 

disintegrate, discharge 

self- word forming element indicating “oneself”, 
also “automatic” [2] 

self-assessment, self-accounting, self-

repayment, self-employed, self-

cancellation, self-advancement 

multi

- 

is used to show that something has many 

different parts, uses, effects etc. 

multinational, multilateral, multimarket, 

multipackaging, multilayer 

[created by the authors] 
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Another productive way of word formation is suffixaton. Noteworthy is the fact 

that the attached derivational suffixes can form a new word of a different 

grammatical category from the base [3]. Table 2 shows how the use of suffixes can 

change parts of speech. 

Table 2 

Some derivational suffixes changing the grammatical category 

Suffix Word Translation Examples Translation Process 

-or, 

er 

distribute розподіляти, 

поширювати 

distributor дистриб’ютор, 
агент з продажу 

Verb        

Noun 

-ing advertise реклама advertising 

рекламна 
діяльність 

Verb        

Noun 

-ize economy економіка economize заощаджувати 

Noun       

Verb 

-en strength сила strengthen посилювати 

Noun       

Verb 

-ic economy економіка economic економічний 

Noun        

Adjective 

-al person персона personal особистий 

Noun        

Adjective 

-

ment 

invest інвестувати investment інвестування, 
капіталовкладення 

Verb        

Noun  

-ive effect ефект effective ефективний Noun        

Adjective 

-ion permit дозволяти permission дозвіл Verb        

Noun  

[created by the authors] 

 

As table 2 shows, the most frequent derivational suffixes changing the 

grammatical category are nominalizers, adjectivalizers and verbalizers. We can 

clearly see that suffixes not only influence the lexical meaning of the words, but also 

change their grammatical forms: due to suffixation, words are transformed from one 

part of speech into another (noun, adjective, verb), changing the context. 

Furthermore, suffixes can cause a spelling change to the original word (economy – 

economical, economy – economize, permit – permission etc.). 

Therefore, suffixation and prefixation are quite common and have a positive effect 

on the development of the English economic terms. However, in the process of word 

formation, different combinations of affixes are also widely represented (see Table 3).  

Table 3 

Derivational affixes in complex English economic terms 

Prefix Suffix Word Translation Examples Translation 

macro- / 

micro- 

-al economy економіка macroeconomical 

мicroeconomical 
Макроекономічний 

мікроекономічний 

over- -tion product продукт overproduction перевиробництво, 

надмірне виробництво 

dis- -tion inflate 

викликати 
інфляцію disinflation дефляція 

re- -able use Викорис-

товувати 

reusable багаторазового 
користування 
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Continuation of Table 3 

Prefix Suffix Word Translation Examples Translation 

ex- -able change 

міняти, 
обмінювати exchangeable придатний для обміну 

un- -ive product продукт unproductive непродуктивний 

un- 

-

ment employ 

працевла
штовувати unemployment безробітній 

under- 

-

ment employ 

працевла
штовувати 

underemploymen

t неповна зайнятість 

 [created by the authors] 

 

As Table 3 shows, there is a noticeable trend towards forming long complex 

words, which form the basis of economic terminology. Thus, we should note that 

such ways of word formation as prefixal, suffixal and prefixal-suffixal make a 

significant contribution to the enrichment of the English language as a whole and its 

individual branches, such as economics. 

Conclusion. Thus, having studied the various morphological aspects of word 

formation in modern English, as well as the use of idioms, it is worth noting that these 

methods of word formation have a positive effect on the development of the English 

language. These methods of word formation help to form new terminology, clarify 

the meaning of a phenomenon or simply shorten the descriptive character in speech 

or writing, as well as add conciseness. 
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